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Guest address: The Assessment of Risk for Stalking:From Risk 
Factors to Validated Assessment Procedures 

Beginning in the late 1980s, stalking has been identified as a crime in most 
developed countries. Although initially intended to identify perpetrators to 
prevent eventual physical harm, stalking and harassment themselves cause 
harm and damage to victims. Assessing risk among stalkers is complex since 
two major issues arise. The first question is whether the stalking behaviour will 
persist and the second matter is whether the behaviour will escalate to 
violence. Given the unique nature of stalking, and the factors that contribute 
to it, the need emerged to consider stalking risk separate from other types of 
risk assessment (e.g., violence or sexual offending). This presentation will 
briefly review stalking, including typologies of stalkers, and present risk factors 
related to stalking. I will provide an overview of the validated stalking risk 
assessment measures (the Stalking Assessment Manual and the Stalking Risk 



Profile) and present the research findings that underpin the measures. I will 
also discuss the use and limitations of other risk assessment measures with 
stalkers. The presentation will end with guidance to clinicians who work with 
and assess stalkers.  


