Guest address: The importance of the social climate to rehabilitation
outcomes in forensic settings

This presentation will discuss the ways in which the forensic environment might influence,
and be influenced by, the delivery of offender rehabilitation services. It considers what are
thought to be the key characteristics of a prison social climate, how prisoner perceptions of
personal safety might impact on their rehabilitation, and some of the responsibilities that
forensic psychologists have when they work in secure settings.

Andrew Day, MSc, D.Clin.Psy., is a Fellow of the Australian Psychological Society and
Professor and Head of Research in the Indigenous Education and Research Centre at James
Cook University in Queensland Australia. He is a registered clinical and forensic psychologist
in Australia and has research interests in areas of offender rehabilitation, violent offenders
and Indigenous justice. He is widely published, with his most recent book (The Handbook of
Correctional Psychology, Wiley, in press), co-edited with Professors Devon Polaschek and
Clive Hollin.
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